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Abstract:

 

For optical applications, polymers have taken over some markets once controlled by glass; and proven deficient in others.  After a brief introduction to polymers and their manufacture, the relative properties of optical plastics and glass will be compared.  The application of optical plastics to Helmet Mounted Displays will be used as an example.  Plastic optics have been an enabling technology for the HMD, which is acknowledged as the most significant advance in tactical aircraft since the jet engine and radar.
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